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Not Wanting to Harm Gorbachev 
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WASHINGTON, April 24 — After 
conferring with allies and Congres- 
sional leaders, President Bush today 
delayed carrying out a threat to take 
action against Moscow for tightening 
its chokehold on Lithuania, fearing 
sanctions might undermine President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev and worsen the 
Baltic crisis. 

The decision, supported by European 
allies and some leading members of 
Congress, reflected Mr. Bush’s own in- 
clination not to move against Moscow 
in hopes of buying time for the Soviet 
Union and Lithuania to resolve their 
differences over the Baltic republic’s 
declaration of independence. Mr. Bush 
has not been under any groundswell of 
public pressure to act against Moscow. 

His decision today reflected a com- 
plicated equation of political pressures 
that the Administration has avoided 
spelling out in public. While it is eager 
to take a strong stand supporting Lith- 
uanian independence, the United States 
does not believe that trying to force im- 
mediate independence is worth risking 
progress on arms control, upsetting the 


evolution in Eastern Europe or jeop- 
ardizing Mr. Gorbachev’s domestic 
political position. 


- Appearing _ before agriculture 
writers today at the White House, Mr. 
Bush said his inaction was motivated 
by a fear of provoking the Soviet Union 
at a tense moment. “I may do some- 
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thing imprudent,” Mr. Bush said. “I 
am concerned that we not do anything 
that would cause the Soviet Union to 


take action that would set back the: 


cause of freedom around the world.” 
Some members of Congress said to- 

day that economic sanctions are in or- 

der. But after a White House meeting 


with Mr. Bush, most of those who at- 


tended backed the President. 
The House Speaker, Representative 
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Escrow Violations Charged | 
Calling for stricter Federal oversight, 
seven states said the nation’s mort- 
gage lenders are charging homeown- 
ers billions of dollars in excess es- 
crow payments. Page Di. 


Decision on Hitchcock Film 
The Supreme Court ruled that the 
owners of “Rear Window” infringed 
the copyright of the short story on 
which the film was based. Page D1. 


Soviets Defer Price Shock 


President Mikhail S. Gorbachev has - 
delayed the ‘‘shock therapy” treat- | 


ment for the Soviet economy, his ad- 
visers say. Page A15. 
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tested at a New York City shelter 
were found to be infected with tuber- 
quipa; Page Bhs: 
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